
Group Study Outline 
 
 

LAUNCHING 

READ Mark 10:42.  In what ways do we see this in our world? 
Is ‘lording it over’ people always bad?  What is it that Jesus is critiquing? 
 
 

QUESTIONS 

READ Mark 10:32-52 

 
What struck you in that reading as odd, or hard to understand, or surprising? 

 

What is the reaction of Jesus’ companions to his onward march to his death? 
Why are they ‘amazed’?  Why are they ‘afraid’ (32)? 

Why are they asking for seats in glory (37)?  What do they really want? 

Will Jesus give them what they ask for? 
 Get different people to READ Isaiah Isa 51:17-22; Job 21:20; Ps 60:3 

 What is the ‘cup’ to which Jesus refers? 

 Get different people to READ Gen 6:13, 17; Exod 14:24-28; Ps 42:7-10 

 What is the ‘baptism’ to which Jesus refers? 
 

Jesus is going to his death.  Why, according to 42-45a? 

And why, according to 45b? 
 

In what ways are James & John able to follow Jesus in the way of the cross? 

And in what ways are they (and we) not able to? 
How does Jesus serve us? 

Thinking back through things we’ve seen in Mark, why do we need a ransom? 

  
The only other blind man who is healed in Mark is in 8:22-26.  What was the 

significance of that healing?  

In what ways is Bartimaeus like the disciples? 

In what ways is Bartimaeus unlike the disciples? 
Why is this the last thing Jesus does before entering Jerusalem (where he’ll die)? 

What does someone need if they are to follow Jesus ‘on the way’? 
 
 

CONCLUSION / APPLICATION 

In what ways are we like the disciples? 
In this story, Jesus is training his disciples (32): what is Jesus teaching them/us 

 about ourselves? 

 about him? 
 about the cross? 

In what ways is Jesus the ‘slave of all’? 

 
What should be our response to this story, in terms of … 

 how we think about Jesus and what he came to do. 

 what this story teaches us about what we, our friends and our family need. 

Mark 10:32-52 
 

Mark at a glance 
 

When we read Mark’s Gospel, we are listening to Mark preaching the gospel: 
he’s not merely telling us a story, but aiming to persuade us about who Jesus is 

and what he came to do … so that we respond to Jesus accordingly. 
 

Mark 1:1 sets up the whole book: ‘the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God.’  It is a story about some good news, and the news concerns 
Jesus … who is the Christ (the anointed king promised in the OT) and the Son 

of God (another OT kingly title showing a unique relationship to God the Father). 
 

This opening statement is reflected in the two halves of the book. The first half 

(1:1-8:29) begins with a declaration from the heavens about Jesus’ identity (at 
his baptism) and ends with someone (Peter) realising that Jesus is the Christ.  

The second half (8:30-end) begins with an early declaration from the heavens 

about Jesus’ identity (at the transfiguration) and ends with someone (a Roman 
soldier) realising that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

In broad terms, the first half of the book concentrates on who Jesus is, with 

bold demonstrations of his awesome authority over everything.  And then at 

8:31, Jesus begins to teach that he must suffer and die, and that he must do that  
to give his life as a ransom for many. 

 

Theme Sentence for 10:352 
 

We need our blind eyes opened if we are to understand why Jesus came to die. 
 

How this passage fits in 
 

In the section 3:7-10:45, Jesus has been teaching his disciples who he is and 

what he came to do.  This passage marks the turning point as he brings that 

teaching to an end and now enters Jerusalem to do the thing he’s been 
teaching them about. 
 

Each time Jesus predicts his death (cf 8:31; 9:31), he has faced a challenge to 

his mission.  Peter sets his mind on the things of God and rebukes him (8:32-

33), the disciples argue ‘about who was the greatest’ (9:33-34) and here James 
and John want the seats of honour at his coronation (10:37).  These challenges 

provide the opportunity for Jesus to explain to earthlings like us that this world 

is not his focus: he is working towards a heavenly kingdom and rescuing people 

for that.  He must die because that is the ransom price needed (cf Psalm 49:7-
9, 15) to get people into that next worldly kingdom to be with him forever.  His 

disciples are thinking entirely in terms of a kingdom in this world, which is why 

it makes no sense to them to say that the king of that kingdom can be killed.  
 

The disciples needed their eyes opened to ‘see’ who Jesus is (cf 8:22-30).  In 
just the same way, they need their eyes opened now to ‘see’ what he came to 

do (10:46-52), and only then can they follow him ‘on the way’ of the cross. 
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Commentary 
 
 

32-45 This section brings Jesus’ training of his disciples to a climax: he will 

reveal nothing new about himself after this paragraph.  We’ve been told 

three times that Jesus must die; now he explains why he must die.   
 

32-34 Jesus has explained that there’s nothing anyone can do to ‘inherit eternal 

life’ (17), ‘enter the kingdom of God’ (23) or ‘be saved’ (26) because no 
one is good (18).  The evidence for this is provided by a man who is 

apparently ‘good’ (keeping the second half of the 10 Commandments 

[19-20]), but unwilling to let go of his wealth (demonstrating that he 
has not kept even the first commandment [cf Exodus 20:3] and that he 

has a rival ‘god’).  It is impossible for us to be saved unless God does 

what it is impossible for us to do for ourselves (27).   
 

 And this is the context in which Jesus most fully predicts his death (cf 

8:31; 9:31).  For it is at the cross that Jesus dealt once-and-for-all with 
this problem that we cannot solve: judgement and eternal destruction.   

 

37 James and John want positions of greatness when ‘the Christ’ 

extravagantly displays his power in this world.  

 
38 They don’t know what they’re asking because they haven’t understood 

the way of the cross: Jesus’ moment of glory is his death since that’s 

where people are rescued, Satan is defeated and death is destroyed.  
But because they’re not thinking that ‘glory’ equals ‘death’, they don’t 

realise that actually they’re asking to be the two robbers hung on 

crosses either side of him!  ‘Do you really want that?’ is Jesus’ question. 
 

39 The ‘cup’ refers to an OT image of the cup of God’s wrath (cf Isaiah 

51:17-22; Job 21:20; Ps 60:3).  And baptism, or ‘being overwhelmed 
by water’, is also an image of God’s wrath (cf Gen 6:13, 17; Exod 

14:24-28; Ps 42:7-10) - perhaps similar to our expression ‘a baptism of 

fire’.  James and John, do you want to take on all God’s wrath at 
humankind?  And they say ‘ooh, yes please!’ which shows how little 

they understand. 
 

 James and John cannot, and will not, die for the sins of the world.   But 

every true believer will gladly identify with the crucified Christ by 

following the pattern of the cross unashamedly.  So, James did die for 
Jesus (Acts 12:2), and John did suffer for him (Rev 1:9).  

 

41 All the other ten disciples are no better: they too want glory now! 
 

42-44 Living for Jesus and the gospel in this world is not about position or 

being ‘over’ other people.  This world is into that.  Jesus’ disciples are 
clearly into that.  But that is not the way of the cross. 

 

45 is the pinnacle of Jesus’ teaching about why he has come.  His death is 
how God will achieve the redemption Jesus has been talking about.  He 

will drink the cup of God’s wrath and be overwhelmed in a flood of 
calamity … for that is the price tag of our salvation. 

 

 In 8:37, Jesus asked what a man could give in return for his life.  His 

answer here is that he will give up his life in this world so that we can 

have eternal life in his next-world-kingdom.  The enemies Jesus faces 

are not the this-worldly ones his disciples thought but the far more 
terrible enemies of Satan, the final judgment and hell.  If Jesus’ 

enemies were the Romans oppressors then his death would be his 

failure to defeat them.  But in his death he is actually confronting and 
destroying the true enemies that his death - the ransom - buys us from. 

 

 So this is like the last piece of a jigsaw that holds everything else 

together: all Jesus’ teaching has been building to this verse and now we 

can see what the whole picture is.  Mark has used the OT paradigm of 
the Exodus (suggested through the wilderness feedings, and walking 

through water) to point us to Jesus as the Redeemer.  Earlier chapters 

showed us that we have a heart full of sin that leads us to hell (which is 
so awful it’s worth doing anything to avoid) but we can’t pluck out our 

own hearts to rid ourselves of sin, and the law doesn't help us deal with 

our sin problem either.  What can we do to deal with this?  And alongside 
all of that teaching comes the drum-beat of the cross where Jesus says 

he must go.  But it’s not until this verse, that we can put those two 

themes together: our impossible problem and the death of Jesus. 
 

 The disciples cannot ‘see’ it: they are ‘amazed’ and ‘afraid’ in 32 

because they cannot understand why Jesus is consistently walking 
towards Jerusalem and the place of his death. 

 

46-52 tells the second story in Mark where blind eyes are opened.   
 

 It took a miracle for the disciples to come to ‘see’ who Jesus is.  They 
had eyes but did not see (8:18), failing to understand (8:21) because 

of their hardened hearts (8:17).  And Jesus opened the eyes of the 

blind man (in the strange incident in 8:22-26) as a visual parable of 
what he does for his disciples; that was the only way they could reach 

more accurate conclusions than the ‘others’ in 8:28.  But even then, 

they still only half saw … they were like the blind man saying ‘I see 
men, but they look like trees walking’ (8:24).  The disciples see Jesus, 

but he doesn't look like the Christ they were expecting: they have been 

blind to what kind of Christ he is (cf 8:32-33; 9:33-34; 10:37). 
 

 Now here is Bartimaeus recognising Jesus is ‘the Christ’ (which is what 

‘Son of David’ means), but he cannot follow Jesus ‘on the way’ (ie the 
way of the cross, 52) until his eyes are opened.  Similarly the disciples 

recognised Jesus as ‘the Christ’ (8:29) but need their eyes opened if 

they are to take up their cross and follow him (8:34).  It’s worth being 
clear then that we too will be resistant to Jesus’ teaching about what he 

came to do: we want to preserve our life in this world at all costs … we 

want status in this world … we want to feel that we can solve the 
problems we face … we don’t want to be so impotent that all we can do is 

cry out ‘have mercy on me’.  Please, Jesus open our eyes to these truths!  


