
Group Study Outline   2 Kings 23:31-25:30 
How to study such a long section?  If you opt to attempt all two-and-a-half chapters, 
remember that the reading alone will take some time.  However you decide to cover this 
passage, it’s also a good week to overview main lessons learnt from the whole book. 
 

 

Theme Sentence 
Since no king is Jesus, and since no-one can deal with the people’s endemic sin, 
exile is inevitable. 
 

Launching Question 
What would you anticipate will be the ending of the book of 2 Kings? why? 
 

Divide into four groups and give each group one of these passages: 

READ 23:31-35 

 23:36-24:7 

 24:8-17 

 24:17-25:7 

Ask each group to summarise the reign of the king in their particular passage. 
How do you think the writer want us to feel in each of these passages? and also 
after the combined effect of all four?  Why? 

 

READ 25:8-21 

How do these verses build up to verse 25:21, which is the very end of the end? 
Given all that we’ve read throughout 2 Kings, do you think this is ‘it’ for Judah?  

(and, as they say in school exams, ’give reasons for your answer’!) 
 

READ 25:22-30 

Compare what is happening in Judah and what is happening in Babylon. 
Is this ending optimistic or pessimistic? (again, ’give reasons for your answer’!) 

 
The next event on the Bible’s timeline is Matthew 1 and the genealogy of Jesus.  
What do you expect will be Matthew’s message as he picks up the story there? 
Check out your answer …! 
So where is Jesus in these chapters …? how do these stories point us to him? 
 

Thinking it through  
All that happens is ‘at the command of the Lord’ (23:26-27; 24:3-4, 13b, 19-20 
etc).  Looking back to the very start of the book (for example, right back to the 
time of Elisha), what are we being taught through 2 Kings about God’s word? 
Why is it important that we are repeatedly told that, and that we believe it? 
 

READ 1 Kings 8:46-53.   
How does Solomon’s prayer prove to be an accurate prediction through 2 Kings? 
What is the message of the book for exiles from Judah now deported to Babylon? 
And what is the message for us? 
 

What would you say are the main lessons you’ll take from the book of 2 Kings? 

How does this book fill out our understanding of who God is? 
How does this book point us forward to Jesus? why is he such a relief?! 
 

 

 

2 Kings 23:31-25:30   
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

The bigger picture 
 

The key to understanding 1 and 2 Kings is the two ‘bookends’  

 the promises made in 2 Samuel 7:4-17 

 those promises fulfilled in Jesus, the King-for-ever. 
 

As we come to the end of 2 Kings, it has become painfully apparent that none of 

the kings of Israel or Judah could possibly fulfil the promises God has made to 

establish his King-for-ever on ‘the throne of his kingdom for ever’ (1 Sam 7:13). 
 

These chapters tell of the sorry end of Judah (who ‘walked in the customs that 
Israel had introduced’ 17:19).  Just as Israel had been exiled to Assyria, so now 
Judah will to be carried off to Babylon.  ‘Nothing shall be left’ (20:17).   
 

There will be a partial (yet largely disappointing) return from exile under 
Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah but repopulating the region, rebuilding the 
temple and mending city walls will not change the heart of the nation.  Beyond 

that, the next event on the Bible’s timeline is Matthew 1 where the genealogy is 
carefully constructed to set Jesus firmly in David’s royal family line, as the one 

who completes these history books: here at last is The King (for whom the wise 
men come searching in Matt 2), the child born, the son given, who will reign on 
David's throne and over his kingdom forever (cf Isaiah 9:6-7). 
 
[NS] 

 

Theme Sentence 
Since no king is Jesus, and since no-one can deal with the nation’s endemic sin, 
exile is inevitable. 
 

Application 
 

As we read 2 Kings, we’re not really looking to the kings or prophets for 
examples to follow.  There may be times when they do the right or wrong thing, 
but this is not being told to us so that we copy them, or not.  Instead, we want 
to be asking: what is God doing? why is he doing it? how do we respond?   
 

 God will not delay punishment for ever; he will act to fulfil his promises, 
and there comes a point he will not delay any longer in bringing his 
judgment.  My personal response to stories of judgment should always be 
repentance (especially as I read these stories and see the brazen evil that 
marks these dying days).  

 

 The exile at the end of 2 Kings should make me long for the Saviour-King 
Jesus: how else can God’s people enjoy God’s blessings for ever? 



Commentary 
 
 

The story of Judah’s end tells of the last four kings, with the simple message ‘in 

twenty-two years, Jerusalem was toast!’ (Dale Ralph Davis): 
 

 Jehoahaz (son of Josiah) 
 Egypt captures him and removes him from land 
 Eliakim = Jehoiakim (son of Josiah) made king by Egypt 
 Babylon take over from Egypt as new superpower (24:7) 

 Jehoiakim serves, then rebels from, Babylon 
 Jehoiachin (son of Jehoiakim)  
 Babylon besieges Jerusalem (24:10) 
 Babylon carries off Jehoiachin and Jerusalem’s treasures 
 Mattanaih = Zedekiah (uncle of Jehoiachin) made king by Babylon  

 Zedekiah rebels from Babylon 

 Babylon besieges Jerusalem (25:2), captures Zedekiah 
 Babylon destroys Jerusalem (25:9-10), takes people off 
Then … 
Gedaliah is made Babylonian governor of Jerusalem (but killed by local rebels). 
And a new king of Babylon releases Jehoiachin from prison and treats him well. 
 

The verdict is familiar: all four ‘did what was evil’ (23:32; 24:19; 24:9; 24:19). 

 

During this period, there are three deportations to Babylon:  

 24:7 (and described in more detail in Daniel 1:1-4)  605 BC 
 24:10-16      597 BC 

 25:11-12      587/6 BC 
 

 

23:35 Jeremiah 22:13-19 provides an interesting footnote to these taxes: 
Jehoiakim did have money, sufficient to build himself a new palace! 

 

23:37 Much of the book of Jeremiah covers this period. In chapter 36, Baruch, 
Jeremiah’s friend, in front of a large crowd, read out the prophet’s 
written-down message that the kingdom’s end was close, and that 

Babylon would deliver the final blow.  Jehoiakim had a subsequent private 
hearing, and, as he listened, cut that document to shreds, paragraph by 
paragraph, burning each one on his winter log-burner.  It is one of the 
most shocking stories in the OT as a Son of David dismisses the words 

God speaks (which, as 2 Kings keeps reminding us, always are fulfilled).  
This king certainly did evil!  24:19 implies that he was the very last straw. 

 

24:1 Three times we’re told in these chapters that a king stupidly chose to rebel 
(here, 24:20 and 25:22-26), when any rebellion was simply asking for it! 

 

24:2 The Lord is being faithful to his word of 21:10-15; 23:26-27.  Verses 3-4 
further explain why the Lord is doing this … it all goes back to Manasseh 
(so re-read 21:1-18 to be reminded how bad it all was).  As we saw in 
23:26-27 there comes a point when ‘the Lord would not pardon’.  And 
since Babylon is working his plan. Judah should ‘go with it’ and allow 

herself to be carried off to Babylon (cf Jer 38:2).   
 

24:7 concerns the Battle of Carchemish (of 605 BC) – a momentous shift in 
power as Egypt discovers she is no match for the might of Babylon.  The 

homage, plunder and hostages that Nebuchadnezzar received at this point 

(presumably via the ‘bands of the Chaldeans’ [=Babylonians] 2) included 
Daniel and his friends (cf Dan 1:1-4).  But, for 2 Kings, this hugely 
significant event is virtually passed over: the writer has other fish to fry! 

 

24:13 Twice in these chapters, we have reference to Solomon who built this 
house (cf 25:16).  These references remind us that  

 (a) this is the house where the Lord caused his name to dwell.  If even 

 this house is dismantled, then we’re being told ‘yes this really is the 
 end’.  The Lord’s glory has departed (cf Ezekiel 10:4, 18-19). 

 (b) as he prayed at the dedication of the temple, Solomon anticipated 
 this moment (1 Kings 8:46-53) … even now, even in exile, it is not 
 too late to repent and to be forgiven.  

 

24:14-16 tell us how small the nation has become by this stage.  Compare 
these numbers with the slaves in Egypt: Jacob’s family of 70 (Exod 1:5) 

grew to fill the land (Exod 1:7) so that Moses led out ‘600,000 men … 
besides women and children’ (Exod 12:37)!  The landmass of the kingdom 
has now shrunk to no more than the one square mile of the city itself.  

The writer piles up the sad tragedy of it all, by using the ‘exile’ word 
(translated ‘carried away’ or ‘captive’) five times in these three verses. 

 

24:18 Zedekiah, of course, is a puppet-king, left with the merest rump of a 

nation.  Jeremiah 37-38 adds some colour to the portrait of this master of 
indecision.  He must watch the siege lead to total collapse (25:3-4), and 
then the last thing Zedekiah is allowed to see is the execution of his 
family (7).  The people of the Lord have sunk as low as low could be. 

 

24:20 suggests that Zedekiah himself was part of the Lord’s anger who gave the 
people a king as bad as this, as the cause of Jerusalem’s destruction. 

 

25:9 the stripping of the land also includes the destruction of anything 

noteworthy that is not portable.  It is a methodical destruction of the 
entire city after anyone of any consequence has been deported far away.  
All that is left is a few poor people (12) to act as caretaker-gardeners 
(which is perhaps a hint that the land of God’s promises is not forgotten). 

 

25:21 is the verse that marks the end … finally.  So what are 25:22-30 about?  
Is this postscript optimistic (- Jehoiachin is released and treated kindly) or 
pessimistic (- he remains in Babylon ‘as long as he lived’).   

 

 Alternatively, if these books are written for the Judean exiles, the 
message to them is ‘repent to return’.  In which case, note this contrast: 

 (a)  the Babylon-appointed governor back in Judah; 
 (b)  the true king of Judah (stated twice in 27) now exiled in Babylon. 
 

 The ‘governor’ is ‘put to death’ by (probably) three loyal Judahites (cf 
Ishmael is ‘of the royal family’ 25) wanting to make a statement to the 
bullies in Babylon.  Clearly it could not achieve anything, so no wonder 
everyone ends up running away (26), and irony upon ironies they run 
back to Egypt of all places, from whence they were initially redeemed!  

Meanwhile the ‘king of Judah’ (27) is released.  Although the release itself 

is not necessarily a massive change of fortunes, the fact remains that it is 
the ‘king of Judah’ (the focus of God’s promises) who is safe and well 
(though admittedly far from home): God has not abandoned you, O Judah!  


