
Group Study Outline      2 Kings 6:24-7:20 
 

Theme Sentence 
The Lord unbelievably saves his people, keeping all his promises. 

 
Launching Question 
Why are so many Bible stories rescue stories?  why do you think we keep being 

told that God saves his people … don’t we get the point?! 
 
Questions            
READ 2 Kings 6:24-7:20 
Imagine you are a film director, and divide the story into separate ‘scenes’. 
 

Describe the condition of Israel in 6:24-31: what is the writer telling us? 
What light do Lev 26:27-29; Dt 28:52-57 shed on Israel’s situation in 6:24-31? 

Why was the king wearing sackcloth (cf 33)? 
So why does he say: ‘why should I wait for the Lord any longer?’ 
How is the king like us in our praying and waiting for answers? 
 

What is the Lord’s reaction in 7:1 … and what does that tell us about him? 
What is the response of the captain … and what does that tell us about him? 
 

How does God keep his promise of salvation? 

Why are the lepers outside the city … aren’t they in danger during the siege? 
How are the lepers in v9 very different from the people inside the city? 
How are the lepers in v9 a shaming contrast with the people inside the city? 
 

What does 15 tell us about the quality of the salvation God wins for his people? 
And look back to 6-7 … how exactly has God done what he has done? 
 

16-20 reads like the author’s ‘And so we see children that …’! what is the main 

thing that it seems he wants us to learn from this story? 
So why is there so much about the captain’s fate at the end of this story? 
Why is this conclusion so important? 

 
Thinking it through  
What is God doing in this chapter?  
Why is God doing it? and why do you think we need to be told this so often? 

How do we respond to the promise-keeping, saving God? 
 
Application 
How would this story encourage the first readers, exiled in Babylon? 
How should this story encourage us, when we’re not exiled in Babylon?! 
 

What does it teach us about waiting for the Lord to keep his promises? 

What does it teach us about trusting the Lord to keep his promises? 
What ‘promises’ are we talking about? what specifically is promised to me? 
Where is Jesus in 2 Kings 6:24-7:20? 

2 Kings 6:24-7:20     
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

The bigger picture 
 

Our approach to 2 Kings is to fit this 350-year history into the much bigger, 
whole Bible story of God’s salvation plan.  So the key to the books of 1 
and 2 Kings are these two ‘bookends’: 
 the promises God makes in 2 Samuel 7:4-17;  
 Jesus, the King-for-ever, who fulfils those promises of 2 Samuel 7. 

 

As we read the stories of 2 Kings, we’ll be shaking our heads in disbelief as we 
ask again and again: is this the great king through whom God will establish the 
eternal house?  No.  The stories parade pathetic-imitation-king followed by 

downright rogue!  So these 2 Kings’ stories beg the question: how on earth can 
God keep his promise when he is working with such dodgy material?! 

 

This story gives a wonderful answer to that: God saves.  Unless he saves, his 

people are lost.  And when he saves, it is by means of the most incredible, 
laughably-brilliant salvation plans you could possibly imagine: no-one can 
doubt that it is done by the Lord, for his people.  And this salvation is in line 
with every promise that he makes, all pointing us forward to Jesus the Saviour. 
  
[NS] 

 

Theme Sentence 
The Lord unbelievably saves his people, keeping all his promises. 

 

Application 
 

Our ‘Biblical theology’ approach to 2 Kings means that, when it comes to 
application, we’re not really looking to the kings or prophets for examples to 
follow.  There may be times when they do the right or wrong thing, but this is 

not being told to us so that we copy them, or not.  As in every bit of the Bible, 

we want to ask: what is God doing? why is he doing it? how do we respond?   
 

 God is the Saviour of his people.  The lesson of history (cf Exod 14:13-14) 
and here is that Israel has to cry to him, and then wait patiently for him to 
act.  That’s also the message of Isaiah 40:1-11 for the exiles in Babylon, 

and it’s the message for us: ‘we contribute nothing to our salvation except 
the sins from which we need to be redeemed’ (Archbishop William Temple). 

 

 Am I as impatient for the Lord to do what I want as the messenger was (in 

v 33)?  ‘Will I accept his answers?’, and also ‘will I accept his timing?’! 

 

 God always acts according to what he has promised, and that’s two-edged: 
good news for those who take him at his word, and dreadful news for 

those who scoff.  Do I trust the promises made by a trustworthy Promiser? 



Commentary 
 

What a great story: make the most of all the drama and humour in it! 
 

First, a history lesson.  We’re in the Northern kingdom (that is, ‘Israel’, as 
opposed to ‘Judah’) where Jehoram is king and Elisha is prophet (- Israel will go 

into exile by 2 Kings 17, and then fade out of the Bible story, and out of 
history).  As often through these chapters, Syria is snapping at their heels (led 
by their king Ben-Hadad) and now is besieging Samaria, Israel’s capital city. 
 

Israel needs salvation      6:24-33 
 

25 Whatever the exact translation of weights, the point is clear: things inside 
the besieged city are so desperate that items no-one would normally 

even consider eating are being sold for food at a ridiculously high cost.   
 

28-29 takes the desperation to deeper horrors, that even eclipse the despicable 
human sacrifice that generated Israel’s ‘wrath’ (in 3:27).  But there is a 
deeper significance to this cannibalism: this is exactly the kind of disaster 
that the covenant Lord had promised to an unfaithful people (Lev 26:27-

29; Deut 28:52-57).  Israel here are experiencing divine punishment. 
 

30-33 needs some unpacking.  The king reveals his sackcloth underclothes!  
Sackcloth is a traditional clothing of mourning/repentance (eg Jonah 3:6).   

It’s difficult to be sure whether the king is wearing these merely for show 
(since he so quickly turns to ask for Elisha’s head in 31) or whether the 

fact that they’ve been hidden shows an inner, genuine repentance.  We 
have to wait until the messenger’s words in 33 for an explanation. 
Presumably Elisha had already pointed out that Israel’s current plight is 
from the Lord; he has helped them understand the famine as covenant 
curse and called the people to repent and come back to the Lord as the 

appropriate response.  The king has complied.  But he has become 
impatient that the Lord has not yet responded to their national penitence 
with national liberation: why should I wait for the Lord any longer? 

 

The Lord promises salvation        7:1-2 
 

7:1 The promise is that the Lord will lift the siege.  The contrast with 6:25 is 
not that Tesco’s ‘Finest’ range will now be sold for peanuts - the price is 
still high (a shekel, one month’s wages, would normally buy six or seven 

times as much) – but that there will be food to eat instead of dung.  It is 
even more remarkable because tomorrow doesn’t allow enough time for 
crops to grow in order to replenish supplies: where will they come from? 

 

2 A good definition of faith is in Romans 4:21 – it is trust in a promise 
made by a trustworthy Promiser.  This captain (presumably representing 
someone as close to the king as you could be) characterises the exact 
opposite to Bible ‘faith’.  He has a promise made by a trustworthy 
Promiser, but sneers sarcastically that what Elisha has just promised is 

impossible, even if it were to drop out of the sky!  The judgement on him 
is that he will be excluded from enjoying the promised blessing.  For, of 

course, this is a light thing in the sight of the Lord (3:18, and cf Gen 18:14).  

Israel experiences salvation       7:3-16 
 

3 Lepers are not just ill people, but ceremonially-unclean people, living 

excluded, outside the camp, - ‘not the most qualified, the most informed, 
the most worthy, the most alert.  We see God choose lepers to discover 

the miracle, just as it is women coming to the tomb with their own 
material concerns who discover the great miracle.  The lepers are rejects.  
They are unclean’ (J. Ellul).  So there is a lovely, pastorally-encouraging 
point to be made: God is no respecter of persons and even the most lowly 
are used by him.  But also, note that the captain (- right at the heart of 
power, and thoroughly ‘in’) will be left ‘out’ of enjoyment of the promise, 

but four outsiders will be brought ‘in’ to benefit first (cf Mk 10:31)! 
 

6-7  This story is carefully structured to make these verses the heart of the 

story: the central message is that it is the Lord who is the Deliverer. 
 

6 The army of the world’s superpower is defeated by ‘the most ridiculous, 
empty, illusory miracle, by a noise, a wind, an echo, by an illusion which 
makes a victorious army flee’ (J.K.Mead).  It’s gloriously ironic! 

 

9 Another irony.  The people inside the city are so depraved that their 
hunger had turned them cannibal: God’s people should have known 
better and should have behaved better.  Whereas these outsiders, 
excluded, far from grace, have a far higher awareness of what is right 

behaviour and also of punishment, and are generous with their booty! 
 

13 is almost a ‘what have we got to lose?’ when the reader knows the truth 

of the story (which they can’t yet see) is ‘look at what you have to gain’! 
 

15-16 is a wonderful picture of the extravagance of grace: there’s stuff all over 
the place, and you can’t even walk down the road for the litter of plunder. 

 
 

The Lord had kept his promises     7:16-20 
 

16 The writer doesn’t want us to miss the theological point in this victory 
and so repeats the significant points of the drama, and three times gives 
the punch line so that we know for sure that it all happened according to 
the word of the Lord (16) … as the man of the God had said (17, 18). 

 

 The test of true prophecy is its fulfilment (Dt 18:21-22).  However 
improbable its fulfilment might appear, God’s word will contradict 
appearances and prove true. 

 

17, 19-20 gives a lot of air-time to the tragedy that befell the disbelieving 
captain: in the midst of salvation, this sorry man is destroyed.  It is easy 
to slip into thinking that ‘God keeping promises’ refers only to ‘good’ 
promises of blessing, salvation, and plenty.  But in the Bible, it is just as 
significant that God also keeps his promises that we might feel are less 
‘nice’.  He keeps the whole lot.  In Romans 3:1-8, Paul is arguing just this 

point.  God’s word is true (whether a word about judgment on sin, or a 
word about the special status of the Israel); he is faithful to his promises 
to the Jews, and righteous in judging the world.  But key is his truthfulness.  


