
Group Study Outline 
 

Daniel 4 Theme Sentence 
Everyone in the world needs to know that the most High God rules the kingdom 

of men and gives it to whom He will. (i.e. Listen: God decides who’s in charge). 

 
Launching Question 

What would you say is your greatest disappointment with politicians in the UK 
today?! 
 

READ Daniel 4 

(Before you think about what the passage is about, why not try going round the 

group, trying to remember the story, episode by episode? Don’t worry too 
much about details. Try going round the circle, adding the next bit of the story, 

one by one. It can really help to get it in your head, and see how much actually 
went in when you read it!)  
 

What strikes you about the way this chapter is written, compared with the rest 
of the book? 

Does that seem weird?! 

What’s the significance of it being written that way, do you think? 
What are the key things we learn about God from the passage? 

How would you describe the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s life from the passage? 
 How does his attitude change? 
 How do his priorities change? 

 
Thinking it through 

1. How might we be like Nebuchadnezzar? 
 What do we need to do as a result? 
  What do we need to understand about God? 

  What do we need to understand about ourselves? 
How is what happened to Nebuchadnezzar an encouragement to us in  
our ‘Nebuchadnezzar-ness’? 

2. How is the chapter an encouragement to us when we hear other people   
    boasting about how much power they have? 

What do they need to know? 
How will they know? 

    What probably ought to be our greatest disappointment with politicians    

    today? 
3. In what way was Daniel in a good position before the king? 

How might we be able to do a similar job to Daniel in the world today?  

(Loving, Bible-driven, interpretation of reality) 
4. If we want to rule the world, is that ok?! (Bear in mind Gen 1:26-28 and  

    Rev. 1:5b-6). What must we do? 
 

 

 

Daniel 4                 

 
 

 

 

The story so far  

Where are we up to? 

 In terms of Bible history.... God’s kingdom, established in Israel, 
seems to be crashing to the ground. After the splendour of Solomon’s 

reign (1 Kings 1-10), Solomon’s heart was turned away after other gods 
and the kingdom was divided into northern and southern halves (‘Israel’ 
and ‘Judah’ respectively). The northern kingdom went into rapid decline 

and then was decimated by the King of Assyria (2 Kings 17). The 
southern kingdom, though having a number of good kings (in contrast to 
the northern kingdom), similarly fell into idolatry, turning away from the 

LORD. The result was that the LORD brought Nebuchadnezzar, the King 
of Babylon, against Jerusalem to besiege it (Dan. 1:1-2). Daniel and his 

friends were amongst those who were captured, taken away from God’s 
people, God’s place and God’s rule (Dan. 1:1-7). 

 In terms of the book of Daniel... 

Ch.1 - Daniel, despite Nebuchadnezzar’s vigorous attempts to 
indoctrinate him with Babylonian culture, resolves not to defile himself 
with the king’s food, and God blesses him with health and wisdom way 

above the standards of the locals. 
Ch.2 – The God of heaven, Daniel’s God, is found to be supreme in the 

revealing of mysteries. Daniel is enabled to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream: man’s kingdoms will come and go, but God’s heavenly kingdom 
will smash them all, and will stand for ever. 

Ch.3 – King Nebuchadnezzar attempts to establish idolatrous worship for 
the whole world, incinerating those who refuse to bow down. Yet God 
shows His astonishing ability to deliver His faithful servants from even 

Nebuchadnezzar’s fierce dictatorship. 
 
[MS] 
 

Daniel 4 Theme Sentence 
Everyone in the world needs to know that the Most High God rules the kingdom 
of men and gives it to whom He will. (i.e. Listen: God decides who’s in charge). 
 

Application 

 

 No matter how great you think you are, lift your eyes to heaven and 

recognise that God rules. He can make you nothing, like an animal, or He 
can make you more gloriously human than you could ever imagine. 

 Tell this to everyone who doesn’t know. They’re in danger of being 

ignominiously humbled. Tell them so that they might find wonderful 
peace and prosperity, established for them by God. 



Commentary 

 

NARRATIVE STYLE AND STRUCTURE 

From a literary point of view, a few points are worth noting. First there is the 

striking fact that v.1-3 form the opening of a letter from Nebuchadnezzar to all 
the nations of the earth. There are other sections in Daniel that are written in the 
first person (esp. in ch.7-12), but in these, Daniel himself is addressing us. Given 

that the social context of Daniel is one where Jews (along with everyone else) are 
being psychological crushed by Babylonian claims to kingly supremacy, it is 

astonishing to read King Nebuchadnezzar addressing us personally, seeking 
our peace and telling us of his encounter with the Most High God. It is as if 
Nebuchadnezzar is writing an evangelistic tract to the whole world, giving a 

personal testimony of his conversion – the time when he recognised the kingly 
supremacy of God (34). Interestingly, this idea that ch.4, and possibly the whole 

of 2:4b-7:28, were originally intended to form an evangelistic tract is backed up 
by the fact that that section is written in Aramaic (the common language of the 
Persian period) rather than Hebrew (the language of God’s people). (In fact, chs. 

4+5 form the centre of a ‘chiasm’ within 2:4b-7:28, these two chapters 
effectively giving ‘Two Ways to Live’, ch.4 speaking of humbling in salvation, ch.5 
speaking of humbling in judgment). We may go further, in fact, and see the 

mushrooming of world-addressing evangelism taking place even within the 
chapter: Daniel evangelises the king of the secular world in v.24-27 and then 

that same king evangelises the world in the chapter as a whole (esp. v.1-3).  
 
Second, ‘heaven(s)’ (16x) and ‘earth’ (10x) form a recurring theme in the 

chapter, much more so than anywhere else in Daniel. ‘Kingdom’ (11x) is also a 
big theme. We could see this ‘vertical dimension’ as the key imagery for the 
chapter: those ‘that dwell in all the earth’ (v.1) need to know about the ‘Most 

High God’ (v.2). Even the most magnificent ‘kingdom tree’ in the midst of the 
earth, reaching to heaven, visible to the end of the whole earth, with birds of 

the heavens living in its branches (v.10-12) is subject to the judgment of the 
holy one, who comes down from heaven (v.13-16), revealing that ‘the Most 
High rules the kingdom of men’ (v.17). In fact, this holy one brings the decree 

(cf. v.6) of the Most High (v.24). Nebuchadnezzar needs to know that ‘Heaven 
rules’ (v.26). However high man gets, God is always higher. The earthly is 
very much at the mercy of the heavenly. It is really striking to see the similarity 

of this ‘vertical’ imagery to the Tower of Babel in Gen. 11:1-9. (Note again the 
common reference to ‘Shinar’ in Gen. 11:2 and Daniel 1:2). It’s is interesting too 

to see that the first NT Gospel focuses very much on the ‘heavenly’ and the 
bringing of the Father’s Kingdom (e.g. Matt. 4:17). 
 

Third, there is a fair amount of repetition within the chapter, albeit with subtle 
changes and clarifications each time. The structure as a whole is ‘Letter: Dream 
 Interpretation  Fulfilment’. i.e. the whole chapter is a letter from King 

Nebuchadnezzar (see v.1-3). Within that letter, we hear of his dream and his 
desire that it be interpreted (v.4-18). Then we have Daniel’s servant-hearted 

reply as he gives the interpretation (v.19-27). Finally, we see its fulfilment. 
Everything in the dream, as interpreted by Daniel, really did come to pass (v.28-
37), though the final outcome for Nebuchadnezzar (v.36) was far greater than 

what might have been supposed from the brief hints of hope in v.25-26. The 
repetition of dream details seems to have the effect of driving home the graphic 
imagery of the Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling and also provides us with an insight 

into the correspondence between the dream and its interpretation and fulfilment. 
It allows us to see the fittingness of the interpretation and also to experience the 
dramatic sense of tension and then release as the interpretation is sought and 

then found. 
 

WHAT WE LEARN ABOUT GOD 

Here we get the heavenly perspective. It corresponds to the timeless, the 
systematic, the divine perspective. We find  in the passage the following doctrinal 

principles about the Most High God: 
 

1. He does mighty signs and wonders for people (v.2-3) 
2. His kingdom is everlasting (v.3,34) 
3. He lives forever (v.34) 

4. He gives the kingdom of men to whom He will (v.17,25,32,35 + whole 
story) 

5. He sets the lowliest of men over the kingdom of men (v.17 + story of 

restoration of Nebuchadnezzar) 
6. The inhabitants of the earth are as nothing before His kingship (v.34-

35,37) 
7. His reign is right and just (v.37). 

 

So we should praise God and tell others of His supremacy, that others too might 
recognise it, praise God, practice righteousness and receive peace and glorious 

kingly blessing (v.1-3, 17, 25-27, 34-37). This message as a whole is, after all, 
the gospel. And telling the story of how God has humbled us until we recognise 
His supremacy seems to be a valuable part of this. 

 

WHAT WE LEARN ABOUT MAN/MAN’S EXPERIENCES 

Here we the earthly perspective. It corresponds to the temporal, the experiential, 

the human perspective. From that perspective, we see: 
Glory  Humbling  Greater Glory 

The ‘up and down of this forms God’s salvation ‘tick’ . It is the ‘creation-fall-

redemption’ pattern of the whole Bible, where redemption is the most glorious 
state to be in. And in the chapter we see not just God’s supremacy over man, 

humbling him (though that is the key picture, and surely the principal lesson we 
need to learn here), but also God’s supremacy over man, giving to him. 
 

We see then that though the divine perspective shows us that God’s Kingdom is 
steadfast and supreme, man’s perspective is to experience the story of 

interacting with the Most High God: Nebuchadnezzar is at ease and prospering in 
his palace when he has an alarming dream in bed. He seeks an interpretation 
from the wise men, and particularly from Daniel, whom he trusts. However, a 

year later, even after hearing Daniel’s fearful interpretation and advice, 
Nebuchadnezzar proudly surveys Babylon. The heavenly voice proclaims his 
humbling and he is made like an animal...until he lifts his eyes to heaven and 

sees sense. At last he rightly praises God and himself is glorified by Him. 


