
G  O  D  ’  S     B  I  G     P  I  C  T  U  R  E 
 

Aim: 
Using Vaughan Robert’s ‘God’s Big Picture’ (GBP) as our guide, we are aiming to get an overview of the whole Bible 
story.  It can be summarised by the unifying theme: 

 

The Kingdom of God: God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing 
 

(read GBP pp 20-25 for a fuller explanation) 

 
 

STUDY 1: The Pattern of the Kingdom 

Genesis 1:1-2:25 
 

Key things to teach: 
 God is the Creator, and therefore the King over all he has made. 

 Mankind is made to enjoy ‘rest’. 
 The Garden of Eden shows us ‘rest’, the world as it is meant to be: God’s people (Adam and Eve) living in God’s 

place (the Garden of Eden) under God’s rule (obeying his commands) and enjoying his blessing. 
 
 

Study Outline:               (see GBP pp 34-35) 

 

Launching Question: 
Make a list together of the top 15 Bible stories you’d include if you were writing an adult Bible story book. 
After you’ve agreed the list, try to plot them (in order) onto a simple time line 
What will our collection of fifteen stories suggest that the Bible is basically about? 
 

 
READ Genesis 1:1-2:3 
What are recurring words and phrases? 
What do you think these patterns tell us about God and the world? 
READ Romans 1:20.  What can we tell about God from creation? what does this mean? 
 

Divide into pairs, and give each pair one of the following passages to look at and ask: how should the fact that God is 
a powerful and loving Creator shape our lives? 
 Psalm 95:3-7 

Psalm 104 
Luke 12:22-34 
Revelation 4:11 and 5:6-14 (where the ‘four living creatures’ represent ‘all creation’) 

 

 
READ Genesis 1:26-31, 2:4-9 and 15-25. 
What things here suggest that humanity has a special place in God’s plans? 
Describe the ‘rule’ that Adam and Eve are to have, and demonstrate over creation. 
Describe the ‘relationships’ that Adam and Eve enjoy … 

with God. 
with one another. 

Why are all these things so good? (There’s big hint here in the third ‘Key Thing to Teach’ above!) 
 
 

What made the seventh day different from the previous six? 
In what way is God resting now? 
READ Hebrews 4:9-11.  What does it mean when it talks about it being possible for us to enter God’s rest? 

READ Revelation 22:1-5.  What is similar to the Garden of Eden?  Is heaven ‘Eden restored’ or something even more? 
 
 
Application 
We’ve leapfrogged through the Bible from beginning to end: now summarise God’s plan for this world/for us. 
Why is sin so tragic? 
What do you think is the most attractive thing about the Garden of Eden? why does that sound so good to you?  

 
What does it mean for us to ‘worship … bow down … kneel before the Lord’ (ie to treat this God appropriately)? 
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