
G  O  D  ’  S     B  I  G     P  I  C  T  U  R  E 
 

Aim: 
Using Vaughan Robert’s ‘God’s Big Picture’ (GBP) as our guide, we are aiming to get an overview of the whole Bible 
story.  It can be summarised by the unifying theme: 

 

The Kingdom of God: God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing 
 

(read GBP pp 20-25 for a fuller explanation) 

 
 

STUDY 6: The Prophesied Kingdom  

Hosea 1-3   

 

Key things to teach: 
 God will judge his own wayward people, just as he promised. 
 God promises wonderful restoration of his people. 
 

 

Study Outline:           (see GBP pp 105-106) 

 
Launching Question: 
Does how we behave as Christians change God’s attitude to us? … are you sure?! 

 
Hosea tells the history of the nation of Israel during the time when the prophets spoke.  As a prophet, Hosea enacts 
the message he is to proclaim … the message is both terrible judgement and wonderful restoration. 
 
 
READ Hosea 1:1-2:13. 
It doesn’t take much to imagine how these children would feel growing up with such names!  What do they represent? 

How does the marriage relationship mirror the relationship between God and his people? 
 (explore this image for a while … what about faithfulness and infidelity, adultery, divorce, etc) 
What do we learn about the people’s sin? 

What then is God’s message to Israel?  How will he judge them? 
Why does God want this message enacted like this, do you think? 
 
 

READ Hosea 2:14-3:5 
What hope is there for Israel? 
Where does that hope come from? 
What echoes are there, in this hope, of the promises to Abraham and to David?  (and cf 1:10-11 too) 
 
 

The prophets have been described as ‘covenant enforcers’ (GBP p 90): what is there in Hosea 1:1-3:5 that points 
back to God’s covenant with his people? 
We want to link the prophets’ writings back to the theme: God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing.   
Using Hosea 1-3 as an example of the message of the prophets, what is the situation of the nation during this period? 

(ie are they still his people? living in his place? under his rule? experiencing his blessing? etc)  
cf GBP p 103 (Figure 27) 

 

OPTIONAL EXTRA 
There are two main themes in the prophets, judgement and hope (cf GBP p 91-94 and 94-102). 
To help us summarise the message of the prophets more clearly … 

How will God judge his people (according to this passage)?   
Why can his people still have hope / what is the hope for Israel (according to this passage)? 

 
 

Application 
This prophecy gives us a very moving picture … what exactly is it about this story that makes it so moving? 
What do we learn about God from Hosea 1-3? 
What do we learn about ourselves? (by the way, are we right to apply this message to Israel directly to ourselves?) 
What do you think should be our reaction to what we’ve read (and that Hosea had to enact so painfully)? 
How should our lives change in the light of what we’ve learned? 

Revisit the Launching Question after our study tonight: does how we behave as Christians change God’s attitude to us? 


