
Introduction to Revelation 2-3 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

What are we studying? 
 

Imagine if Jesus Himself wrote a letter to Emmanuel, to your home group: 

what would he say?  Revelation 2-3 records a series of letters from Jesus to 

seven churches on the western seaboard of what we now call Turkey.  

Geographically they make an irregular circle, and are listed in the order in 

which a messenger might travel to deliver letters.  The fact that there are 

seven suggests ‘completeness’, so maybe we should think of these seven 

as somehow representing all local churches of all ages and all lands. 
 
 

Why are we studying these letters? 
 

The repeated application throughout these letters is: he who has an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 

22).  Clearly the way we are to ‘hear’ what the Spirit is saying to us is to 

‘read’ what is written here.  So as we read, we are listening to hear what 

God himself is speaking to us, by his Spirit. 
 
 

How are we studying these letters? 
 

These studies will help us to be better at Bible study.  How?  All Bible 

study assumes that we can only know what God is saying to us today (from 

any particular bit of Scripture) by first understanding what God was saying 

to them then.  Because each of these seven letters is short, it’s relatively 

easy to spot the presumed historical setting which we may or may not 

share.  For example, whatever is being referred to as ‘that woman Jezebel 

who calls herself a prophetess’ (2:20), it is something specific to those 

people at that time in Thyatira (and not in the other six places).  It’s true 

that there may have been elements of Jezebel-ness around in those other 

churches too, and it may be that there are elements similarly around for us 

today ... but we can only make that link by ‘visiting Thyatira’ first.  Let’s do 

that - not for theoretical interest’s sake, but so that our application to us is 

even more telling. 
 

These studies will help us to ask how healthy is our church.  As we 

make the application to ourselves, there may be times when we’ll feel ‘yes 
that is something exactly true of us too’, and there may be other times 

when we think ‘I’m not sure that this is really our problem at the moment, 

but let’s be aware of it for the future’.  This is very good for us at 

Emmanuel in this autumn’s focus on our vision for the future.  As we see 

what Jesus thought of those churches then, we can be asking ‘what might 

Jesus say to our church now?’  

The big assumption 
 

Many Christians are nervous about reading Revelation because it seems 

such an alien world of monsters and symbols and weird interpretations.  

But the very first word of the book tells us that it is an ‘unveiling’: it’s a 

revelation that God gave of truths which otherwise would remain hidden. 
 

This revelation is intended for ‘his servants’ (1:1).  In other words it is for 

the church - not for some people who have some special knowledge we 

lack, but for all of us.  The seven churches in ch 2-3 are people just like us. 
 

This revelation from God to the church is a revelation of Jesus Christ 

(1:1).  Jesus himself is the grand theme of the book.  So it is no surprise 

that the first chapter gives us an impressive sight of him.  The voice that is 

speaking (12) belongs to ‘one like a Son of Man’ – the sublime figure in 

Daniel’s vision (cf Daniel 7:13-14) – and his words are as sharp and 

piercing as a sword (16).  He is victorious over death (5, 18), now glorified 

(13-15) and both deafening to hear and dazzling to see.  Whoever ‘the 

angels of the seven churches’ might be (- whether heavenly guardians of 

the churches, or the earthly ministers of each), it is clear that everything to 

do with the churches themselves really belongs to Christ himself: we are 

his.  But look too at 12-13 and 20: this same Jesus now stands in the 

middle of the churches.  Yes, he's glorified and ascended, but now this 

glorified Christ is right in and amongst his people.  Why not stop now to 

read the whole of chapter 1 to get a feel for who it is that is speaking. 
 

The words this glorious Jesus speaks come to us through John (1, 4), 

Jesus’ beloved disciple, son of Zebedee and brother of James.  He is now 

banished on an island called Patmos because of his faithful preaching (2). 
 

Putting these things together, we are reading a revelation (through 

John) to his church from the majestic Lord Jesus.  This is what the 

Christ (described in Revelation 1) thinks of the church.  Again and again 

we’re told that he knows what he’s talking about (‘I know ... I know ...’), 

and he has every right to think and say what he does.  So here is the big 

assumption: we are hearing what Jesus himself thinks of his church, as it is 

and as it should be ... what he considers are the marks of a true church. 
 

And we can get a feel for why he writes these things from the theme of the 

whole book.  Revelation is an encouragement to a persecuted church (cf 

2:10, 13) to be faithful to the gospel, safe in the knowledge that the risen 
Jesus is a mighty warrior who will come back, judge and rescue us into the 

perfect new world: it's all going to plan.  Jesus speaks in these letters to 

churches in danger of not hanging on faithfully.  The encouragement is the 

promised eternal blessings for ‘him who conquers’.  The warning comes 

from history: the congregations in the areas named have now virtually all 

disappeared.  Jesus really can ‘remove the lampstand’ (2:5). 


