
Group Study Outline 
(Group Studies in these notes are deliberately sketchy, leaving leaders more scope to 
develop their own route through the passage ... with space for lots of telling application.) 

 

Introduction 

Why is it important that we stick to the truth of the gospel?  What 

happens if we don’t? 

Read Revelation 2:12-17 

 

Questions 

Each of the seven letters follows the same pattern: 

 How is Jesus Christ described?  Can you spot similar phrases in 1:12-

20? 

 What is the good that Jesus praises in the church in Pergamum? 

 What does Jesus rebuke in the church in Pergamum? 

 

What can we find out about what it was like to live as a Christian in 

Pergamum? 

 

How have they responded to those pressures? 

 

What does Jesus take issue with in their church? 

 

What kind of behaviour does this false teaching lead to? 

 

What does Jesus command them to do?  What does He threaten? 

(Link to the description of Jesus in 2:12) 

 

What is Jesus’ encouragement to he who conquers? 

 

So, to summarise, what will he who has an ear... hear, if he listens to 

this letter? 

 

Application to us… 

Does this particular ‘cap’ fit us at Emmanuel?  How / how not? 

 

What would Jesus say to us from his letter to the Christians in 

Pergamum?  As a whole church?  As a homegroup? 

 

cf Application section for more possible questions here 

 

Pray in response to all we’ve learnt.  (Repent of sin, ask Him to keep us 

faithful to Jesus, praise Him for His promises, enjoy something of that 

intimacy with God now.) 

Revelation 2:12-17 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Theme Sentence 

Tolerating permissive false teaching leads to judgment, but holding fast to 
gospel truth and gospel living leads to heavenly intimacy with Jesus. 
 

Revelation Revealed 
Written around 95AD, Revelation is a vision given to the apostle John whilst 
exiled on a remote island.  Jesus reveals Himself to John with a message for 
suffering, struggling Christians everywhere.  Some of it reveals the big 
headlines of the future that we need to know, e.g. Jesus wins!  Some gives us a 
glimpse behind-the-scenes so we know what God is up to in the midst of what 

looks like chaos.  But in this first section the risen and glorified Jesus writes 7 

letters to 7 churches with warnings & encouragements to stick with it, trusting 
in Him to the end. 
 

The Rough Guide To Pergamum 
 Pergamum was an ancient Greek city in modern-day Turkey 16 miles inland 

from the Aegean Sea.  At the time Revelation was written it was part of the 
Roman Empire and a major administrative centre. 
 

 Pergamum was a stronghold for paganism.  “The Acropolis of Pergamum 

crowned a steep hill that rose 1,000 feet above the plain.  Near the summit 
stood an immense altar to Zeus, erected by Eumenes II to commemorate 

the victory won by his father over the Gauls; and at short distance from this 
altar there was the elegant temple of Athena.”  Dionusius also had a temple 

here, as did Aesculapius, the god of healing, whose headquarters there 
established the city as “the Lourdes of the province of Asia”. 

 

 Also, the imperial cult had its centre at Pergamum.  In 29BC, permission 

was granted to Pergamum to build a temple to Caesar Augustus, the first 
provincial temple to be built in honour of a living emperor 

 

Application    
 Are there false teachings which promote sinful living that we’re tolerating?  

What do we need to repent of in terms of sins we allow?  (spend most time 

dealing with this application. what are the sins our culture says are fine?  
are these creeping into the church?  go beyond the big bad things ‘they’ do 
‘out there – what about laziness or pride or moaning about your spouse or 

drinking too much or selfishness with money or lust or anything which pulls 
us away from God and living rightly as a church family. repent together.) 
 

 Does future intimacy with Jesus spur us on to living lives in keeping with the 

truth?  Do we value being known by Jesus one-to-one? 
 

 We should expect pressure to deny Jesus and join in with sin because of 

Satan’s work in the world we live in. 
 

 Jesus sees our past victories of faith and commends us for them.  But they 
are no guarantee of passing every test.  Are we resting on our laurels? 



Structure 

All seven letters in Revelation 2-3 follow the same pattern: 

 the words in each letter come from Jesus (described in terms of 1:12-

20), addressed to the angel (who is, probably, the church’s minister); 

 Jesus’ I know your ... praises the good in each church (but not Laodicea) 

and rebukes their shortcomings (but not Smyrna or Philadelphia); 

 Jesus exhorts us to listen properly (he who has an ear, let him hear) and 

encourages he who conquers with a promise from chapters 21-22.  
 

Commentary 
12 These are the words of Jesus, “him who has the sharp two-edged 

sword.”  In the initial vision of 1:16 (as well as later in 19:15, 21) this 

sword is coming out of his mouth!  It represents his power to judge.  That 

it’s in his mouth implies that there is power in his words, especially given 

the connection between God’s Word and a double-edged sword in Hebrews 

4:12 (and Ephesians 6:17).  In a powerful city these Christians need to 

know that Jesus is more powerful even than the Emperor. 

 

13 Jesus knows the tough situation they live in.  It’s Satan’s home 

town!  This probably refers to how much idol worship went on there as well 

as the strong presence of the Roman Empire.  Satan was very much at 

work there, making it a tough place to be distinctively Christian. 

 

The church had suffered some serious persecution.  Antipas, the bishop of 

Pergamum, had been martyred.  Imagine if one of Emmanuel’s leaders was 

killed for the faith; how would we as a church react?  The church there held 

fast and didn’t deny Jesus as they would have been tempted to. 

 

So far in the letters Ephesus had false teaching and Smyrna had 

persecution; here they have both.  They pass the suffering test, but how 

will they do on the issue of false teaching…? 

 

14-15 …not so well!  Jesus has a bone to pick with them.  Among them 

are some false teachers.  Two groups seem to be identified: 

 

“those who hold the teaching of Balaam”.  In the Old Testament book of 

Numbers the country of Moab wanted to destroy Israel, so they summoned 

a prophet called Balaam.  God forbid Balaam to go to them.  When he went 

anyway God sent an angel to kill Balaam but he was rescued by his donkey 

(remember the Sunday School talking animals story?!).  Moab’s king, 
Balak, tried to get Balaam to curse Israel but God gave him prophesies of 

blessing instead, despite trying three times!  Giving up he seems to slip out 

of the story.  Just then Israel falls into serious sexual and idolatrous sin by 

mixing in with the local pagans (Numbers 25:1-2) – and only later in 

Numbers 31:16 do we discover that this was Balaam’s idea to seduce Israel 

into sin and so destroy them that way.  The church in Pergamum similarly 

has some people there who want to destroy them by making them blend in 

with the surrounding culture.  Sex and idols again are the outcome. 

 

“those who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans”.  We don’t know much 

about these people.  They are mentioned in Revelation 2:6, where Jesus 

commends the Ephesians for hating their behaviour as He Himself does.  

The way it’s written here implies they are not exactly the same group as 

the Balaam-ites but that perhaps the result is similar.  They sin more and 

worship God less.  Maybe this is a false teaching that turns the freedom of 

the gospel into a license to sin.  We don’t know.  Either way, there are false 

teachers in Pergamum promoting wrong ideas about God leading to wrong 

behaviour rather than teaching the good news which leads to good lives. 

 

16 Jesus offers a stark warning.  Just stop it.  Turn away from it.  Don’t 

tolerate this kind of teaching anymore.  Otherwise He will show up to judge 

them.  Given that the sword of His mouth relates to His words, it may be 

that what will come is a word of judgment which condemns them.  In John 

12:47-48 Jesus says His words of salvation will come back and judge those 

who don’t keep them.  Whatever it is, it’s bad and they need to stop the rot 

immediately.  The whole church is responsible for the few. 

 

17 The promise He holds out is tricky (the whole letter is!) but we can 

make sense of it.  Manna was the bread that God miraculously provided for 

Israel in the wilderness.  In John 6 Jesus says that He Himself is the bread 

of heaven, He Himself being the one God sends to provide for His people.  

Jesus is the provision for the one who conquers.  Referring back to the food 

in v14, John Stott says, “Denying ourselves the luxury of idol-meats in this 

life, the banquet will be the richer in the next.” 

 

As for the white stone, this has a double meaning (although there are 

many other whacky theories!).  Back then small square white stones were 

used as tickets for events and were given to the champions of games to 

allow them into the winner’s enclosure for a feast.  Also they were used by 

jurors as a vote of ‘not guilty’.  What a prize for the final day!  A ticket to 

God’s party and acquittal instead of judgement!  It’s a real incentive. 

 

The name on the stones is a lovely detail.  Names were very important in 

those days.  They told you about someone’s character.  Many people in the 

Bible were given new names by God to show the change He had brought to 

them.  Here we’re told that each Christian who sticks at it to the end will be 
told Jesus’ pet name for them.  No one else will know it; it’s a little secret 

between them and God.  Faithfulness to Jesus leads to the promise of 

intimacy with Him.  Although saved to be a community and the church as a 

whole is Christ’s bride, we don’t get lost in the crowd.  Each believer has a 

special relationship with God to enjoy forever.  This relationship rather than 

rejection should spur us on to stick with the gospel and gospel living.  (NB) 


