
Group Study Outline 
(Group Studies in these notes are deliberately sketchy, leaving leaders more scope to 
develop their own route through the passage ... with space for lots of telling application.) 
 
 

Introduction 

Imagine if Jesus Himself wrote a letter to us at Emmanuel, or to our home 

group: what would he say?  That’s what we’re listening to in Rev 2-3. 

Read Revelation 2:18-29 

 

Questions 

Each of the seven letters follows the same pattern: 

 How is Jesus Christ described?  cf 1:14-15 (and 19:12) 

 What is the good that Jesus praises in the church in Thyatira? 

 What does Jesus rebuke in the church in Thyatira? 

 

 

Find out about Jezebel from 1 Kgs 16:31; 18:4, 19; 21:25; 2 Kgs 9:7, 22 

What did Jezebel do in Israel? 

What is ‘Jezebel’ doing in Thyatira? 

 

What is the complaint from Jesus in verse 20? 

What does ‘the word ‘tolerate’ imply? 

 

What is the link between idols and sexual immortality?  

 

 

What is Jesus doing about the situation in Thyatira? 

 

 

What does Jesus want the church to do? 

What will he who has an ear ... hear, if he listens to Jesus? 

(What does it mean here to ‘conquer’?) 

 

What is the promise? 

What is the link between conquering Christians and Jesus? 

 

 

When is tolerance bad? 

In what ways might we ‘tolerate’ in this in Thyatiran sense? 
 

Cf Application section for more possible questions here 

 

Conclusion: 

Does this particular ‘cap’ fit us at Emmanuel?  How/how not? 

What would Jesus say to us from his letter to the Christians in Smyrna? 

Revelation 2:18-29 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Theme Sentence 
 

Don’t tolerate sin in your church. 
 

 

 

A Rough Guide to Thyatira 
 

 Thyatira is mentioned (in the Bible) only in Revelation 1:11; 2:18, 24 ... 

and also in Acts 16:14.  Less significant than the previous three cities, 

Thyatira was known as a commercial centre (rather than boasting any 

political significance) with numerous trade guilds.  So we shouldn’t be 

surprised to find Lydia, a woman merchant from here, now doing 

business in a major Roman colony: converted in Philippi, it may be (?) 

that she returned home here and was the means whereby this church 

was planted. 

 

 Is it a trading mentality that lies behind the easy ‘tolerance’ of sin within 

the church? 
 
 

 

Application    
 

 Jesus ‘knows’ when Christians are growing.  Even if a church may have 

terrible sin within it, he can still see and reward those with the authentic 

hallmarks of genuine Christianity. 
 

 ‘Tolerance’ is a much-praised modern virtue.  But this letter gives a 

warning to us ... Jesus is strongly against ‘tolerance’ if it means easy 

acceptance of sexual sin and idolatry.  There are things of which we 

should be as strongly intolerant as he is ... are we?  In what ways might 

we be ‘tolerant’ in a way that would invoke Jesus’ condemnation? 
 

 What is there in the culture around us that is so all-pervasive (as sexual 

immorality and idolatry so readily meshed together in the ancient world) 

that we might ‘tolerate’ without even noticing that it’s sin we’re 

tolerating? 
 



Structure 

 

All seven letters in Revelation 2-3 follow the same pattern: 

 the letter is addressed to the angel (probably, the church’s minister who 

will read the letter to the church) 

 the words which follow come from Jesus Christ who is described in terms 

of the description in 1:12-20 

 Jesus’ I know your ... praises the good in each church (but not Laodicea) 

 Jesus’ but I have this against you rebukes the churches for their 

shortcomings (but not Smyrna or Philadelphia) 

 A call to repent includes the exhortation he who has an ear, let him hear 

 Jesus’ encouragement to he who conquers is usually followed by an end-

time promise from chapters 21-22.  

 

 

Commentary 

 

18 Jesus has eyes like a flame of fire (cf 1:14b; 19:12) and feet like 

burnished bronze (cf 1:15a).  Of course, the interesting thing about 

the descriptions of Jesus in 1:13-16 is how similar they are, not to 

one like a Son of Man but to the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7:9-10.  In 

other words, the Jesus that John sees and hears, and the Jesus who 

speaks these words to each of the seven churches is God himself! 
 

19 There is a theme in this letter of works (twice in this verse, and again 

in 23b).  Unlike the Ephesian church (2:4b) who had abandoned the 

love it had at first, the works of the church in Thyatira exceed those it 

did at first.  This is a church that is growing, not declining. 
 

 The works listed are: love, faith, service and patient endurance.  1 

Thes 1:3 helps us to see that what this church is exhibiting is the NT 

trio of faith, hope and love which are the hallmarks of authentic 

Christianity.  So, whatever is wrong in Thyatira, genuine Christianity 

is also present, and it is growing. 
 

20 Jezebel was the foreign wife of Ahab who brought pagan worship into 

Israel and ‘incited’ her husband into idolatry.  Her staff numbered 450 

prophets of Baal and 400 of the goddess Asherah.  Her clamour that 

her gods should have equal rights with Yahweh (and her attempt to 

exterminate all of the Lord’s prophets) led to the conflict fought out 

on Mount Carmel (in 1 Kings 18:17-40).  She survived Ahab, and her 
wicked influence continued until the Lord brought his judgement on 

her (cf 1 Kings 16:31; 18:4, 19; 21:25 and 2 Kings 9:7, 22). 

 

 The use of Jezebel here suggests that her name had become a 

byword for apostasy.  And here in Rev 2:20, an individual (woman?) 

or a group within the church, ‘was as wicked and dangerous an 

influence in Thyatira as Jezebel had been in Israel’ (John Stott). 

 

 Her particular influence was to lead the church to practise sexual 

immorality and to eat food offered to idols (cf 2:14 for the same two 

sins).  In the ancient world, idolatry and immorality were frequently 

linked ... Jezebel’s Asherah was the Greeks’ Aphrodite and the 

Roman’s Venus: sexual immorality is cloaked as piety! 

 

 But the particular problem in the church is their tolerance (and how 

contemporary this begins to sound!): the Christians were turning a 

blind eye to things they should have banned.  They may even have 

been praised for their liberal open-mindedness ... but to the Lord it 

stank!  Compare this with 2:2, 6 where Christians in Ephesus ‘hate’ 

rather than tolerate, and with 2:14 where only ‘some’ hold to the 

false teaching; here it seems that there is something systemic.  As 

prophetess it seems she was being allowed the opportunity to teach. 
 

21 The Lord has given time to allow repentance; but she has refused (lit. 

does not wish) to repent.  Wonderfully, 22b still leaves open the 

possibility to repent ... it’s still not yet too late. 
 

22 She is punished in the place where she has committed sin ... in bed! 
 

23b tells us that God sees and God will judge.  The significance of this is 

that (cf Isaiah 29:15), the ungodly have always believed that God 

does not see what I do, and he will not judge it! 
 

23, 26, 28 are linked by the phrase I will give ...  When God brings his 

judgement, it is always fair: he searches (so we know that he is 

thorough) and he gives as your works deserve (so we know that 

there is a ‘quid pro quo’ rather than any quick-temper) (cf Jer 17:10). 
 

24-25 makes it clear that even if there is a general tolerance that is wrong, 

not everyone has (yet) been led astray.  Presumably, hold fast what 

you have is an instruction not to be seduced as others of Jesus’ 

servants have been (20).  The person who conquers (26) is the 

person who keeps my words.  Certainly the key is to do these things 

until I come/until the end. 
 

26-28 is where Jesus promises that the person who does conquer will be 

given two things.  First authority over the nations ... to rule.  The 

image of breaking pottery is an OT picture of judgement (cf Psalm 

2:9; Isa 30:14; Jer 19:10).  Jesus promises to his disciples that they 

will share with him in judging the nations (cf Matt 19:28; 1 Cor 6:2).  

Second, Jesus promises the morning star.  Jesus himself is this bright 

Morning Star (22:16); so, the promise is that in rejecting Jezebel, 

they will receive Christ.  God himself will dwell with his people (21:3).  


